


Forty-one kilometres north of Brno lies the small town
of Kunstit, and only a kilometre beyond, in the village of Rudka,

a sandstone massif.

At 9.30 in the morning on 21 Octo-
ber 1928, a large procession left the
square in Kunstat and moved off to
the accompaniment of a brass band
in the direction of Rudka, where a
crowd ten thousand strong was wait-
ing. The occasion was an unusual
celebration, in the course of which the
largest statue of President Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk in the country was
unveiled; this was followed by a folk
festival that lasted all day and attract-
ed thirty thousand people. This day
seventy years ago marked a high
point in the story of two men who left
behind a remarkable legacy in this
part of the countryside.

FrantiSek Burian

FrantiSek Burian was born in 1876
into the family of an estate manager:
after finishing school he became a
butcher and producer of smoked meats,
sausages and other delicacies. As an
apprentice, not even nineteen, he went
abroad to see something of the world
and gain new experience. He wan-
dered through most of Europe, and
a few years later returned to Kunstat,
where he opened a small shop. In
1903 he added an inn to his first bu-
siness, and from 1906 on he devoted

(From left) The sculptor Stanislav Rolinek, Zdena
Popelkovd, Frantisek Burian.

his time to developing a factory pro-
ducing smoked meats and other spe-
cial meat products on a large scale.
Thanks to their excellence, they be-
came known throughout the whole
Austro-Hungarian empire and were
shipped out regularly to Brno, Bu-
dapest, Vienna and many other major
cities. In 1920-24 Burian served as

- mayor of Kun§tit and chairman of

the local school board. His patriotic

views, a wish to do something mean-
ingful and lasting in his native region
for the new Czechoslovak state, form-
ed the leitmotif of all his activities.
Sometime around 1927 he happened
to come across the work of the self-
taught sculptor Stanislav Rolinek, and
this gave him the idea for the grandi-
ose scheme that, with the help of Ro-
linek, he was later to bring to fruition.

Stanislav Rolinek

Stanislav Rolinek came from Bo-
fitov near Cernd Hora in Moravia,
were he was born in 1902 as the young-
est child of a brewery hand. In 1916
he finished his primary education,




and began his apprenticeship to an
upholsterer. After completing his train-
ing, he worked in a factory until
1924, when he fell ill with tuberculo-
sis. His first spell of treatment for the
disease followed. After his return
from the sanatorium in Paseky he
took to painting pictures, most of
them landscapes. After an unsuccess-
ful attempt to return to work, his doc-
tors recommended long walks in the
countryside. In a nearby sandstone
quarry, Rolinek discovered his talents
as a sculptor. He started to carve out
his first head in the sandstone, but the
work remained unfinished: Rolinek
was discouraged by the lack of under-
standing and mocking laughter he met

with on the part of the curious local
villagers. After that, the shy young
man started going to the wooded hill-
side of Chlum not far from Bofitov.
Using a fireman’s axe and half of an
old pair of sheep shears, he began an
enormous carving depicting a group
of Hussites. After some time he was
discovered by the local gamekeeer,
who warned him against trespassing
on private property. But Alfons Vla-
dimir Mensdorff-Pouilly of Bosko-
vice, who owned the site, allowed him
to finish his work. The whole affair
came to the attention of the public,
and crowds of admirers flocked from
far and near to view the attraction.
Among them was FrantiSek Burian.










